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The Draft Amendments on Four Laws Aimed to Guarantee
Peace, Defend National Achievements
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The Kingdom of Cambodia is in its stage of rapid progress thanks
to the correct and unfaltering leadership of clear aims and long-term
vision of the Cambodian People’s Party, and the Cambodian Royal
Government, headed by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen. We have kept and defended peace and political stability firmly.
We safeguarded brilliantly tremendous achievements scored in the past
39 years. Our people are living in happiness and peace. Democracy
and liberal pluralism have advanced and deep-rooted in our society,
together with enhancement of rule of law. This has provided our nation
and people with essential interests.

However, going through stages of rapid evolution and progresses,
we have discovered certain points in some laws that are not responsive
to demands of current situations. So far, some ill-will persons and
political parties have taken advantages of such loopholes to commit
treasons and serve foreign countries, and cause problems that created
social turmoil, destroyed sacred achievements of our people, and ruined
peace, and development. It is in that sense that the legislative bodies
have amended times and again chapters and articles of the Constitution
and some laws to strengthen political stability, democracy, freedom,
liberal pluralism, and rule of law. This obliges political parties to be
more responsible before national and people interests in a new stage.

Take for instance, on 6 October 2017, 49 members of the
National Assembly from the Cambodian People’s Party signed a draft
amendments on four laws and sent them to the National Assembly.
They included proposed amendments to law on elections of the
National Assembly members, (2) the law on the Senate elections, (3)
the law on elections of the municipal, provincial, city, district/Khan
councilors, and (4) the law on elections of the commune councilors.
The ninth session of the fifth legislature of the National Assembly
discussed and adopted those amendments on 16 October 2017. On 20
October 2017, the Senate, in its third legislature session, reviewed and
unanimously agreed to the draft amendments of the four laws. On 24
October 2017, the Constitutional Council gave its approval that the
amended laws are constitutional. On 25 2017, Preah Baat Samdech
Preah Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, King of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, signed the royal decree for the amended laws to enter into
force.

The most important objective of the amendments of the four laws
is to ensure consistency between those laws with the law on political
organizations as well as existing norms and for the sake of long lasting
political stability in the Kingdom of Cambodia. It is also for further
strengthening and expediting process of democracy, liberal pluralism,
and firmer rule of law. Those amendments bear no aims of either
destroying individual, group, and/or political party or pulling back
process of democracy, liberal pluralism as are twisted by certain ill-will
circles. Coherently, the amendments are also prohibiting politicians
and political parties from allowing themselves to be foreign tools to
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carry outtreason againsttheir people, and to overthrow legal government,
bringing the country back into a new war.

The amended article 138 bis of the law on elections of members
ofthe National Assembly defined clearly that - ...
of the National Assembly, if any political party abandons its seats, or

In a legislative term

is removed from the political parties list, or is dissolved according to
law on political parties, the party’s listed candidates and members of
the National Assembly are no longer valid and qualified. In such case,
the National Elections Committee reallocates vacated seats within
seven days at the longest to other parties contested in the elections in
the same municipal and province. This will not include political parties
that abandon their seats, or is removed from list of political parties, or
is dissolved according to law on political party, and parties with seats
in the National Assembly and leading the Royal Government.”
Amendments of the law on elections of the communal councilors
defined in its new article 20 that ... in case anyone political parties
are abandoning their allocated seats, are removed from list of political
parties, or dissolved according to law on political parties, listed
candidates and commune councilors of the parties will no longer be
valid and qualified. In such case, the National Elections Committee
reallocates the vacated seats to listed candidates of political parties
contested in the communal elections within 14 days at the longest ...”
The amendments of law on elections of municipal, provincial/city,
district/khan councils defined in Article 13 bis that “...
of councils of municipality, province, district/khan, if any political

in elected terms

party abandons its seats, or is removed from the political parties list,
or is dissolved according to law on political parties, the party’s listed
candidates and municipal, provincial, city, and district/khan councilors
are no longer valid and qualified. In such case, the National Elections
Committee reallocates the vacated seats to listed candidates of political
parties contested in the municipal, provincial, city, and district/khan
councilor elections within 14 days at the longest ...”

After the amendments in place, ill-will circles that include also
opposition party and some countries, the US also included, complained,
and expressed their concerns on what they termed as “backwardness
of democracy in Cambodia.” Some foreigners boldly commented on
Cambodia’s Constitution and national sovereignty in violation of prin-
ciple of democracy, liberal pluralism, and rule of law for demanding
for release of culprits, the accused, and treacherous persons without
condition. They have accused the amendments of the four laws unilateral
and unconstitutional. They however should inspect clearly that
whatever the Royal Government has been doing is in complete
conformity with laws of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

The National Assembly has the task and obligation to make and
adopt laws according to stipulations in the Constitution and internal
regulations of the National Assembly. According to the Constitution
and internal regulations of the National Assembly, whether the opposition
parties participate or not, the 67 members of the National Assembly
present, or more than half the number of its members, can carry out
the session and adopt the draft amendments of the four laws with a
favor of 67 over 67.

There are criticisms also from certain circles that should there be
trial of leader or dissolution of the opposition party, including also the
amendments of the four laws, that would be a violation of voters’ wills.
They forgot what the Americans and the opposition party did on
Cambodian people in the decade 1970s and on the Cambodian People’s
Party, and the legal Royal Government of Cambodia, during the
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elections in 2013. In relation to this issue, on 18 October, Samdech
Techo Hun Sen raised two questions.

“... Firstly, when they launched a coup against the head of state
Preah Norodom Sihanouk, did anyone think about any voters orpeople’s
wills that voted him as head of state? Was it not against the will of the
people? You did not care about it? You only brought up issue of dicta-
torship while he did nothing wrong. To serve your war interest in Viet-
nam, you needed to occupy Cambodia. As Samdech Preah Norodom
Sihanouk refused to oblige your wish, you gothim, ignoring his people’s
support as a lifetime head of state, out of power ...”

Samdech Techo in his second question asked — “... recently too,
there was this chanting slogan of “Hun Sen! Step Down.” Have those
people thought of wills of the people who had voted overwhelmingly
for the Cambodian People’s Party and for Hun Sen to be Prime
Minister? This is the point that everyone should think about. Yo cannot
avoid it and said it is an old issue. I wantd to point to the powerful
nation or father of democracy and human rights, the United States of
America, | mean, when Mr. Nixon did something wrong about Watergate
scandal, there was this motion in the US congress to bring him down.
Nobody talked about people’s wills that voted him as president in the
first place ...”

After all, implementing laws to resolve issues is the only necessatry
means to avoid bloodshep, such tragedy that Cambodia went through
many times. On 23 October 2017, Samdech Techo Hun Sen reaffirmed
clearly that ““... they should not seek to bring us down in abrupt way.
You would not be able to succeed. You may not escape from legal net.
You are to receive punishment for what you had done. Implementing
laws is better than using arms. We have put our difficult past behind.
We must keep it. We will not allow treacherous persons to destroy
under foreign order ...”

The amendments of the four laws show a correct step forwards of
democracy and rule of law in Cambodia. It also reflects responsibility
taken by the Cambodian People’s Party in adherence to position of
defending the Constitution, peace, and national achievements for the
sake of long-term national development. We allow no destructions from
any political party or ill will circles./.
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