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PREFACE

The Japan Jurists League for Cambodia was established by a group of lawyers and
scholars who made their first trip to Cambodia in 1993 when Cambodia just started its
journey towards peace and democracy ending more than 20 years of internal strife. The
greatest concern shared by all members at that time was how Cambodia could be ensured
that the experience of the unfortunate internal conflicts would never return, and towards
that end what kind of cooperation we could manage to offer. At that time, the United
Nations Transitional Authorities in Cambodia (UNTAC) was dispatched by the United
Nations to Cambodia. Unlike other peace-keeping missions of the kind, UNTAC had a
Human Rights Component, made up of legal experts from different countries. These
experts were devoted to helping create a system that would safeguard human rights
thought and human rights protection in this country. The message which we got directly
from these experts was that “it is important to establish in this country a system that can
ensure that disputes will not be solved by guns but by resorting to law”.

We also consulted Cambodian officials from the judicial sector, people in charge of
training institutions for legal professions, and students struggling to join the circle of
legal professions. They basically gave us the same message.

Since then, we have been visiting this country every year. We have been offering our
cooperation for the sake of legal education in Cambodia, training of the legal professions
and the development of the legal infrastructure in small but scrupulous steps.

One of the core activities in this cooperation has been the translation into Khmer of
introductory Japanese textbooks on basic laws and their subsequent distributions to
Cambodian students, researchers and practitioners. In order to direct our cooperation
towards promoting Cambodia’s development as a member of the international
community committing to a market economy, we considered it in particular a highly
significant attempt to present to you the translation of an introductory book on Japanese
Civil Code which had been created by efforts to apply European systems on an Asian
environment.



The greatest chance came when we received the cooperation extended by Professor
Ikeda Masao, a renounced Japanese scholar in Civil Code. Thus since year 2000, we
have been making Khmer translation of the property law parts of the introductory
Japanese Civil Code textbook called “An invitation to the Civil Code” written by
Professor lkeda. The translation has been completed on different chances and the
products were distributed to you on a few separate occasions.

Since 1999, the Japanese government has been assisting Cambodia in drafting a Civil
Code with the cooperation from many Cambodian and Japanese legal professionals.
The new Cambodian Civil Code was then adopted last year. On this background, we
thought it worth the effort to complete the full translation of Professor Ikeda Masao’s
textbook for distributing to students of Cambodian law and officials working in the
judicial sector.

The many years of our efforts finally bear fruits. The complete translation of Professor
Ikeda Masao’s book on “An Invitation to the Civil Code — The Third Edition with
Additional Revisions” emerges together with timely updates on the subsequent
amendment of Japanese Civil Code. We are therefore now able to present it to you as
our publication in cerebrating the 15" year of the establishment of the Japan Jurists
League for Cambodia.

We would like to express herewith once again our heartfelt gratitude to Professor Ikeda
Masao of the Keio University for his quick consent to the translation and publication of
his book, to Associate Professor Kuong Teilee for his devotion to the translation of the
book, to Mr. Yasumoto Kenmori for making funds available for the publications.
Together with that, we also expect that this book will hereafter play a significant role in
Cambodia, where a new Civil Code has most recently been adopted.

March 27, 2008
Japan Jurists League for Cambodia
Co-representatives: Attorney Kimura Shinsuke
Attorney Sakuragi Kazuyo
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Thanks to the Japan Jurists League for Cambodia, | was brought into this translation
project at the beginning of the 21% century. It has not been an easy attempt, but with
time it has given me a certain level of confidence and courage. It is by no means the
confidence in the quality of the work, but the usage which the book will prove to those
who have some interests in the field of private law.

This is the first ever Khmer translation of a Japanese textbook on Japanese Civil Code.
It will be an important invitation, surely not the only one, to those who want to know
what Japanese students learn about their own Civil Code. In addition, given the close
relationship between the new Cambodia Civil Code and the Japanese experience of more
than a century, something like this small book will be a good inviting appeal to more
attentions on a comparative understanding of the two systems and, through that, a
hopeful window for the dynamic development of the new nascent Cambodian Civil
Code.

However, since | am not really an expert in this area, the work represents the limits of my
knowledge and capacity in this subject. Much thus remains to be done to improve this
translation and to promote more work of this sort. Despite its many defects and
weaknesses, | hope that this book will be one significant gateway to the promotion of
active Cambodian access to the world of Japanese laws and legal thoughts.

Finally, I would like to thank friends and colleagues in Phnom Penh and Nagoya who
have guided and assisted me in the process. They include H.E. Hy Sophea, Judge
You Bunleng, Judge Mong Monichariya and Judge Pen Pichsaly who helped read
the earlier version of the translation on chapters dealing with personal rights. Half of
this final product is based on those earlier pieces. | would also like to express my
gratitude to Mr. Phin Sovath, Ms. Ly Sopheap, Ms. Seng Hun, Ms. Kork Boren,
Mr. Tep Vichet, Mr. Heng Chhay and other Cambodian researchers and former
students at the Nagoya University in Japan who helped me with the initial translation of
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some parts of the book and its subsequent compilation and printing. This final product
would not have been possible without the devotion and technical supports from all of
them.

Last but not least, Mr. Lao Kim Leang’s preceding involving in this translation project
has undoubtedly given me a very important place to start. Having benefited greatly
from all of their efforts, to all of them | am indebted and for all mistakes | alone should

be responsible.

(The online version of the book will be available from May 2008 at masaoikeda.com)

March 2008

Associate Professor at Nagoya University

Dr. Kuong Teilee
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